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American Health Care Act Outlook 

As reported last week, the House passed an updated version of the American 
Health Care Act (H.R. 1628) on a vote of 217-213 after key Republican holdouts 
changed their votes.  A group of 20 dissenting Republicans joined the 
Democrats in opposition to the bill.

The CBO score for the House-passed bill has not yet been released, but we now 
expect it to be announced the week of May 22.  Once the CBO score is released, 
the Senate Parliamentarian will review the House-passed bill and rule on 
whether provisions (including the state waiver provisions included in the 
MacArthur amendment) are permissible for consideration under the Senate’s 
budget reconciliation rules.  Additionally, the Senate bill will need to provide at 
least as much savings as the House-passed bill, or else it will violate an obscure 
provision of the FY16 budget resolution.

Multiple Senators have made clear that the Senate intends to draft its own bill, 
borrowing from the House version when they see fit.  Assuming all Senate 
Democrats and the chamber’s two independents all oppose the bill, Senate 
leadership can afford to lose only two Republican votes.  There are many 
contentious provisions in play that threaten support from Senate Republican 
moderates, including cuts to Medicaid, the “Age Tax,” defunding Planned 
Parenthood, and coverage for pre-existing conditions.

It is safe to say the House-passed bill could not get 51 votes in the Senate today.  
As a result, Ted Cruz (R-TX) started a working group of 13 members, including 
Lamar Alexander (R-TN), Mike Lee (R-UT), Tom Cotton (R-AR), Cory Gardner 
(R-CO) and Rob Portman (R-OH).  Pat Toomey (R-PA) was then added, 
followed by Budget Chairman Mike Enzi (R-WY), Finance Chairman Orrin 
Hatch (R-UT), Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), Majority Whip John 
Cornyn (R-TX), Republican Conference Chair John Thune (R-SD), and Senate 
Republican Policy Committee Chair John Barrasso (R-WY).  These Members 
are holding preliminary discussions on how to redraft the AHCA to deal with 
the Medicaid provision that would eliminate expansion by 2020 and how to 
protect those with preexisting conditions, among other issues. 

However, Senator Cruz’s working group does not include two of the biggest 
critics of the House-passed AHCA legislation,  Senators Susan Collins (R-ME) 
and Bill Cassidy (R-LA), who introduced their own repeal and replace bill in 
January.  The Collins-Cassidy plan calls for initially keeping all of the ACA's taxes 
and transitioning to the new system by 2020.  The plan would allow states to 
choose from three options: keep the current Obamacare system, reject any 
federal assistance, or transition to a new program that will automatically enroll 
eligible individuals in a high-deductible plan linked to a health savings account.  
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Upcoming Committee 
Meetings  

Note: Next week is 
“Infrastructure Week,” a 

national weeklong series of 
events and advocacy efforts 

related to infrastructure 
development.  A number of 

Congressional hearings 
related to infrastructure will 
coincide with Infrastructure 

Week. 

Tuesday, May 16

The Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public 
Works Subcommittee on 

Transportation and 
Infrastructure will hold a 
hearing on "Leveraging 

Federal Funding; Innovative 
Solutions for Infrastructure."

Wednesday, May 17

The House Committee on 
Transportation and 

Infrastructure will hold a 
hearing on “The Need to 

Reform FAA and Air Traffic 
Control to Build a 21st 

Century Aviation System for 
America.” 

The House Committee on the 
Judiciary Subcommittee on 

Crime, Terrorism, Homeland 
Security, and Investigations 

will hold a hearing 
“Challenges Facing Law 
Enforcement in the 21st 

Century.”

The Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public 

Works will hold a hearing on 
“Improving America's 

Transportation Infrastructure, 
The Road Forward.”
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Collins and Cassidy have joined a separate group of Senate Republicans 
discussing healthcare reform.  Other members of the Collins/Cassidy working 
group include Senators Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) and Johnny Isakson (R-
GA), who co-introduced the Collins-Cassidy plan in January, as well as Mike 
Rounds (R-SD).

Speaker Ryan and the White House are hopeful that the Senate will vote on a bill 
before the August recess.  There will be many high-stakes negotiations to hash 
out before a bill is considered.  If the Senate is able to pass a bill, it will likely not 
appeal to the House conservatives.  The House would either have to accept the 
Senate-passed bill or representatives from both chambers would work out the 
differences in a conference committee, further delaying the process.  

Nominations Update 

The Senate continues to hold confirmation hearings and votes on President 
Trump’s nominees for sub-cabinet level appointments.  The Senate approved the 
nomination of Robert Lighthizer for US Trade Representative yesterday 
afternoon on a vote of 82-14 and will consider the nominations of Jeffrey Rosen for Deputy Secretary of 
Transportation, and Rachel Brand to be the Associate Attorney General at the Department of Justice next week. 

Methane Rule CRA 

On Wednesday, the Senate voted to uphold the Obama-era regulation to control the release of methane from oil and 
gas wells on public land (H.J. Res. 36/ S.J. Res. 11) by a margin of 51 to 49.  Senators John McCain (R-AZ), Lindsey 
Graham (R-SC), and Susan Collins (R-ME) broke with their party to defeat the resolution.  Senators Graham and 
Collins had publicly announced their opposition to the measure, but Senator McCain’s last-minute decision to 
defect obstructed Republican leadership’s weeks-long effort to cement support for the resolution of disapproval.  
The window to pass resolutions of disapproval under the Congressional Review Act is now closed.  However, 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke has already begun what will likely be a significant revision to the methane venting 
rule. 

FY18 Budget and Appropriations Timing 

The Trump Administration is preparing to release the FY18 budget request detailing the administration’s priorities.  
The budget request is expected later this month (possibly the week of May 22).  Congress will then begin work on 
its FY18 Budget Resolution and the FY18 Appropriations bills as the next fiscal year is set to begin in five months 
(Oct. 1, 2017).  Because the budget and appropriations process is beginning so late in the year, Congress may not 
have enough time to finish the FY18 Appropriations bills prior to the September 30 deadline as the House has only 
about 50 official working days remaining.

There are a number of expiring pieces of legislation that Congress will need to address before September 30 in 
addition to passage of appropriations bills: CHIP, Flood Insurance, FAA Authorization and raising the debt ceiling 
are a few of the big items.

Suite 800  •  525 Ninth Street, NW  •  Washington, DC 20004  •  202.465.3000  •  202.347.3664 fax

Upcoming Committee 
Meetings (cont’d)  

Thursday, May 18

The House Committee on 
Ways and Means will hold a 

hearing on “How Tax Reform 
will Grow Our Economy and 

Create Jobs.”

The House Committee on 
Ways and Means will hold a 

hearing on “Medicare 
Hearing Current Status of 

the Medicare Program, 
Payment Systems, and 

Extenders.” 


